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Pragmatic language disorder and its relationship to co-occurring
.disorder in early childhood

Research Summary

Introduction:

Pragmatic Language Disorder, also referred to as Social (Pragmatic)
Communication Disorder, was recently added to the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition (DSM-5) as a
distinct communication disorder. It is characterized by persistent
difficulties in the social use of language, reduced ability to employ verbal
and nonverbal communication during interactions, failure to interpret
nonliteral conversational and contextual cues, and difficulty inferring
implicit meanings.

Children with Pragmatic Language Disorder present a considerable
challenge for speech-language pathologists and rehabilitation specialists,
owing to the intensive, long-term interventions required to improve their
communication skills. This challenge is further compounded when
Pragmatic Language Disorder co-occurs with maladaptive parent—child
interaction patterns—particularly those involving maternal aggression—
which exacerbate delays in pragmatic language development and give
rise to social and interactive deficits (Al-Sartawi & Abu Joudeh, 2017, p.
84).

Parent—child relational disturbance, especially when characterized by
maternal-to-child violence, constitutes a pervasive problem. Such
dysfunctional, often violent interactional patterns exert reciprocal,
negative effects on both parent and child, perpetuating and intensifying
the disorder over time (Balayan & Verma, 2021, p. 13).

Research Problem:

This study addresses two primary questions:

1. Is there a statistically significant correlation between Pragmatic
Language Disorder and parent—child relational disturbance in early
childhood?

2. To what extent can parent—child relational disturbance be predicted
from children’s scores on a Pragmatic Language Disorder
assessment?

Research Objectives:

o« To examine the correlational relationship between Pragmatic
Language Disorder and parent—child relational disturbance in early
childhood.

o To assess the predictive contribution of Pragmatic Language
Disorder severity to parent—child relational disturbance among the
study sample.
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Research Importance:
A. Theoretical Importance:

1. Provides a comprehensive theoretical framework defining
Pragmatic Language Disorder and parent—child relational
disturbance, including characteristics of affected children and
foundational approaches to intervention.

2. Highlights the importance of studying children with Pragmatic
Language Disorder and the various developmental facets
implicated in their social communication deficits.

B. Applied Importance:

1. May inform specialists, educators, and parents by elucidating the
relationship between parent—child relational disturbance and
Pragmatic Language Disorder, thereby guiding the design of early
intervention programs to mitigate adverse effects on language
development.

2. Offers pedagogical recommendations for creating nurturing
environments that reduce the severity of relational disturbances
between children and mothers, with positive implications for
children’s social and emotional well-being.

Research Hypotheses:

1. There is a statistically significant, positive correlation between
Pragmatic Language Disorder and parent—child relational
disturbance in early childhood.

2. Parent—child relational disturbance can be predicted from
children’s scores on the Pragmatic Language Disorder scale.

Methodology

The researcher employed a descriptive, comparative correlational design.
Research Sample:

The study sample comprised 120 children (male and female) aged 4—6
years (M = 4.67, SD = 0.56), drawn from five international preschools in
Fifth Settlement, Cairo: Egyptian International, European Modern, Nile
International, Concordia International, and Ripton Language School.
Research Tools:

1. Raven’s Coloured Progressive Matrices (Ahmed Hassan, 2016) for
nonverbal intelligence assessment.

2. Pragmatic Language Disorder Diagnostic Scale (Al-Shakhs et al.,
2015).

3. Parent—Child Relational Disturbance Scale (researcher-developed).
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Statistical Techniques:
Data were analyzed using SPSS, including:
o Cronbach’s alpha for internal consistency reliability.
o Test—retest reliability coefficients.
« Pearson correlation coefficients for examining associations.
« t-tests for evaluating hypothesis significance.
Results
1. there was a significant, positive correlation between Pragmatic
Language Disorder severity and parent—child relational disturbance
in the early childhood sample.
2. Regression analyses indicated that children’s scores on the
Pragmatic Language Disorder scale significantly predicted the
level of parent—child relational disturbance.
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