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Introduction:

The initial stage of a child's life is the most sensitive, as it establishes the
foundational principles for building the child's personality, cognition, and
language. Every experience a child encounters is closely linked to the development
of their character. Language is among the most significant issues that have
preoccupied thinkers, psychologists, and educators, as it is a primary means of self-
expression, communication, experience sharing, exchange of opinions, knowledge,
and emotions. It encompasses skills such as speaking, listening, reading, and
writing, serving as a window to lifelong knowledge across eras (Lynda Poudinar,
2014, p. 199). The storytelling strategy holds particular importance, providing an
atmosphere of enjoyment and enriching linguistic wealth. It is a means through
which language skills, including reading readiness, can be acquired. Storytelling is
an ancient literary art based on the art of narrative, gaining increased attention for
preschool children due to its importance as an approach to developing certain
skills, moral values, and guiding social behavior. It has the ability to capture their
attention and satisfy their desire for knowledge by presenting new ideas, events,
situations, and images of daily life (Agosta, 2016).

Therefore, the significance of the current study lies in focusing on certain
pre-reading skills and their development, such as auditory and visual
discrimination, due to their primary and effective role in the process of learning to
read. Deficiencies in these skills consequently lead to difficulties in learning to
read.

Research Problem:

The researcher observed the research problem through personal
observations, previous readings in early childhood psychology, and by surveying
the opinions of some kindergarten teachers in schools affiliated with the Ministry
of Education. It was found that a group of kindergarten children suffer from
difficulties in learning the English language, attributed to deficiencies in the skills
necessary for learning reading. Reading readiness, in general, and readiness for
reading a foreign language, in particular, are among the most prominent aspects of
general linguistic development in kindergarten children. This readiness comprises
the prerequisites and skills a child must possess before beginning actual reading.
Identifying the availability of these prerequisites and skills in a child is a crucial
step that should be accomplished before implementing any reading program in
kindergartens. Therefore, it is essential to focus on diagnosing linguistic readiness
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in general, and reading readiness specifically, in children, as it helps determine
their strengths and weaknesses during the learning-to-read process upon entering
school. One method of assessing difficulties in learning to read a foreign language
in kindergarten children is to emphasize the development of reading readiness
skills.
Many studies and research indicate that individuals with reading difficulties suffer
from specific challenges in fundamental phonological skills, which are essential for
understanding the relationship between spoken letters and their recognition as
symbols. More specifically, those with reading difficulties have trouble focusing
attention on the sounds of letters pronounced by children, as young children tend to
direct their attention to the meanings of words without considering the relationship
between the symbol and its meaning.

The research problem can be formulated in the following primary question:

What is the effectiveness of the storytelling strategy in developing certain English

reading readiness skills in children with learning difficulties?

From this, several sub-questions arise:

1. What is the storytelling strategy?

2. What are the components of a program based on the storytelling strategy to
develop certain English reading readiness skills in children with learning
difficulties?

3. What is the potential for the continued effectiveness of a program based on the
storytelling strategy in developing certain English reading readiness skills in
children with learning difficulties two weeks after its implementation?

Research Objectives: The current research aims to:

1. Develop certain foreign language reading readiness skills in kindergarten
children with learning difficulties using the storytelling strategy.

2. Prepare a program based on storytelling to develop certain foreign language
reading readiness skills (visual and auditory discrimination) in kindergarten
children with learning difficulties.

3. Assess the effectiveness of the storytelling strategy as a tool for developing
certain foreign language reading readiness skills in kindergarten children with
learning difficulties.
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Research Importance: The importance of the current research lies in:

Theoretical Importance:

1. Informing educators and those interested in childhood education about the
importance of employing the storytelling strategy and its role in developing
certain foreign language reading readiness skills in kindergarten children with
learning difficulties.

2. The program can be utilized in teaching and learning processes for children
with learning difficulties, as well as in evaluating and developing the
kindergarten curriculum to suit the nature of this group and their learning
characteristics, emphasizing the inclusion of educational strategies.

3. Highlighting modern educational strategies that appeal to children and align
with their interests and characteristics, such as storytelling, and how to employ
them to develop certain reading readiness skills.

Applied Importance:

« Assisting teachers in using storytelling at appropriate times to achieve the
desired educational objectives.

« The study's findings shed light on the importance of observing children,
identifying the difficulties they face in learning within the kindergarten, and
enhancing their ability to visually and auditorily discriminate certain letters
and words in English.

« The study and its results may contribute to highlighting the importance of
providing activity programs based on storytelling to develop certain pre-
reading skills (auditory discrimination skills, visual discrimination skills).

Research Sample:

The research sample consisted of 20 male children aged between 4 and 6 years,

with an average age of 4.90 years and a standard deviation of 0.52. They were

selected from the Learning Difficulties Center in Al-Haram, Giza Governorate.

Homogeneity in demographic variables was ensured by calculating the consistency

between the children's averages in chronological age, intelligence, and scores on

the Developmental Learning Disabilities Scale for diagnosing learning difficulties
using the Chi-square test.

Research Tools:

1. Data Collection Tools:

« Kindergarten Teachers' Opinion Survey Form

2. Measurement Tools Used in the Research:

. English Language Skills Assessment (Reading Readiness Skills) developed
by Mariz Shenouda, 2021
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3. Experimental Treatment Materials:

A program based on the storytelling strategy aimed at developing certain
English reading readiness skills among children with learning difficulties,
prepared by the researcher.

Research Hypotheses:
1. There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the

dimensions of the English reading readiness skills assessment and the
overall score of the sample in the pre-test and post-test measurements.

2. There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of

children in the visual discrimination and auditory discrimination dimensions
in the post-test and follow-up measurements on the dimensions of the
English reading readiness skills assessment after implementing the
program's activities.

Statistical Methods Used:

The researcher employed statistical methods to standardize and prepare the study
tools, as well as to test the validity of the research hypotheses, ensuring the
reliability and accuracy of the measurements. The data analysis was conducted
using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), commonly utilized in
social sciences research. The primary statistical methods applied include:

Wilcoxon Signed Ranks Test: Used to calculate the difference between the
mean ranks of paired scores.

Matched-Pairs Rank Biserial Correlation (rprb): Employed to determine the
effect size of the program.

Means and standard deviations.

Correlation coefficients.

Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient.

Research Results:
1. The study's results confirmed the success of the program based on the

storytelling strategy in developing certain reading readiness skills (visual
discrimination and auditory discrimination) in a foreign language among a
sample of kindergarten children with learning difficulties.

The study also indicated the sustained effectiveness of the storytelling-based
program in enhancing specific foreign language reading readiness skills
among children with learning difficulties during a follow-up period that
lasted for a month after the program's implementation.
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