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A Multi-Activity Program for Developing Geographical Concepts in Preschool
Children
Introduction:
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The preschool stage is critical for shaping the holistic development of an individual.
During this stage, children acquire essential skills and concepts that significantly
impact their linguistic, cognitive, and social growth. Teaching preschool children
concepts fosters their cognitive abilities, comprehension, and analytical skills, setting
a foundation for success in future education. Additionally, it enhances their
understanding of the environment and instills core values such as cooperation,
respect, and responsibility.
Teaching geographical concepts is vital for developing spatial awareness and
environmental understanding. Multi-activity methods, such as educational games and
sensory experiences, can significantly reinforce geographical concepts.
Research Problem:
A review of previous studies shows that various techniques, including educational
activities, movement-based learning, Montessori activities, puppet theater, and
interactive electronic museums, have effectively developed geographical concepts in
preschoolers. However, there is a continuous need to enrich this field. This study
emphasizes using activities to enhance geographical concept development through
engaging and diverse approaches.
A preliminary survey of preschool teachers identified the most relevant geographical
concepts to be developed:

1. Places and spaces

2. Geographic locations

3. Spatial changes

4. Environmental concepts

5. Basic directions and distances.
Based on these findings, the research problem is formulated as follows:
What is the effectiveness of a multi-activity program in developing certain
geographical concepts in preschool children?
Sub-questions:

1. What geographical concepts are suitable for development in preschool

children?
2. What are the components of a multi-activity program to develop certain
geographical concepts in preschool children?
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Research Objectives:
1. To investigate the effectiveness of a multi-activity program in developing
geographical concepts in preschool children.
2. To identify suitable geographical concepts for development in preschool
children.
3. To explore the components of a multi-activity program for developing
geographical concepts in preschool children.
Research Hypotheses:

1- There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the experimental and control groups in in post-measurement scores on
the geographical concepts scale and its sub-dimensions, in favor of the
experimental group.

2- There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the experimental group in the pre- and post-measurements of the scale of
geographical concepts and its sub-dimensions in favor of the post-
measurement.

3- There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of the experimental group in the post-test and follow-up test scores in the
experimental group on the geographical concepts scale.

Research Importance:
Theoretical Importance:
1. Academic Foundations: Developing geographical concepts in preschool creates
a solid knowledge base for future learning stages.
2. Cognitive Skills: The program enhances geographical thinking skills such as
spatial reasoning and understanding spatial changes.
3. Active Learning: Through various activities, children gain a deep
understanding of geographical concepts interactively and engagingly.
4. Holistic Development: Incorporating diverse activities fosters linguistic, social,
and artistic skills.
Applied Importance:
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1. Enhancing Program Effectiveness: Demonstrates the effectiveness of multi-
activity programs in teaching geography to preschoolers.

2. Teacher Development: Provides a model for designing and implementing
effective educational activities.

3. Informed Decision-Making: Offers evidence-based insights for policymakers
to develop impactful educational programs.

Research Terminology:

1. Multi-Activity Program: An educational approach involving diverse
activities (educational games, practical experiments, geographical storytelling,
outdoor activities) aimed at fostering interactive and comprehensive learning.

2. Geographical Concepts: Basic, interactive concepts that enhance children's
understanding of the world. These include:

o Places and Spaces: Understanding locations and spatial relationships.

o Geographic Locations: Identifying key geographical regions and their
placement on maps.

o Spatial Changes: Recognizing changes in weather, seasons, and
environments.

o Environmental Concepts: Comprehending relationships between
natural and urban environments.

o Basic Directions and Distances: Grasping simple directional and
distance-related concepts.

Research Tools:

1. Geographical Concepts Scale (prepared by the researcher).

2. Multi-Activity Program (prepared by the researcher).

Research Results:

The results of the research indicated that:

1- There are statistically significant differences at the level of (0.001) between the
average scores of the experimental and control groups in the post-measurement of
the scale of geographical concepts and its sub-dimensions in favor of the
experimental group.

2- There are statistically significant differences at the level of (0.001) between the
average scores of the experimental group members in the pre- and post-
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measurements of the scale of geographical concepts and its sub-dimensions in

favor of the post-measurement.
As for the discussion of the first and second hypotheses, the improvement can be
explained in light of the program of multiple activities through:

the use of interactive activities that enhance children's participation, increase their

interests and acquire geographical concepts such as

e Learning through play.

e Artistic activities.

e Interactive educational stories.

e Motor interaction and practical exploration.

e The use of educational games.

e Practical application of concepts.

e The use of active learning strategy.

e Continuous feedback.

e Encouraging teamwork and social interaction.
e Use of various educational materials.

3- There were no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the

experimental group members in the post and follow-up measurements of the

geographical concepts scale.

Interpretation of Results:
The absence of differences in the post and follow-up measurements, and the stability

of the impact of the program can be explained as follows:

Consistency and sustainability in learning.

focus on interaction and practical experimentation.
continuous reinforcement.

social and cooperative learning.

diversity in educational methods.

encourage critical thinking and problem solving.
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