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Research Summary:

Introduction:

A safe learning environment is a fundamental factor with a direct impact
on the educational process and its development. The success of any
educational endeavor depends on the environment in which it takes place,
as it plays a crucial role in achieving its objectives. A safe educational
environment encompasses all its components, both classroom and non-
classroom settings, including the prevailing human relationships among
the elements of the educational process. It refers to the environmental
framework within which the school operates, encompassing all its
physical components such as buildings, classrooms, facilities, and
educational services, as well as non-physical aspects including the
systems and regulations governing school administration, the community
of teachers, and the interpersonal relationships among them. It also
includes the overall school climate where interactions occur between
teachers and children, as well as among the children themselves.

A safe learning environment is characterized by an educational and
psychological reality that includes social and spatial conditions
specifically arranged to shape personalities and enhance development
opportunities for children with intellectual disabilities. It represents a
dynamic social system that encompasses not only the teacher's behavior
and their relationship with the children but also the interactions among
the children themselves (Harrison, et al., 2016,89).

Given the role of teachers of children with intellectual disabilities in
shaping the child's personality, and recognizing the importance of their
role and the responsibilities entrusted to them, it is imperative that they
possess the competencies and skills aligned with specific professional
standards. They strive to facilitate the educational process by providing a
comfortable learning atmosphere and a safe educational environment
suitable for teaching these children (Sanaa Al-Bataineh, 2021, p. 69).
Research Problem:

The current research problem emerged from the researchers' observation
of a weakness and deficiency among teachers of children with intellectual
disabilities in preparing a safe learning environment for these children.
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Based on the researchers' work and specialization in childhood studies,
both psychological and educational, they observed variability in teachers'
practices and the extent to which they establish a safe learning
environment for the children. Many teachers employ methods of threat,
reprimand, and intimidation, such as threatening children with intellectual
disabilities with physical punishment, shouting, and sometimes verbal
abuse. When asked about their approach to dealing with these children in
such an un educational manner, they justify their methods by claiming
that the children only learn through such approaches and must be trained
in discipline and obedience by any means necessary. They believe that all
children learn in the same way, ignoring individual differences among
children with intellectual disabilities in terms of their abilities and
readiness. Additionally, they do not utilize individualized teaching
methods and activities, citing the need to maintain order and discipline
within the classroom environment, neglecting the importance of children
interacting with each other, sharing tasks, engaging in group work, and
exchanging leadership roles among themselves. Consequently, they fail to
meet the diverse needs of the children, affecting their personalities and
development. Furthermore, teachers lack awareness of the characteristics
and needs of children with intellectual disabilities and the appropriate
communication methods suited for this group, and they do not employ
teaching strategies that align with the characteristics of these children.
This prompted the researchers to address this topic and choose it as the
focus of their research due to its significance.

This issue has been highlighted in several previous studies, including
those by Abdul Karim Al-Haj (2019), Jawhara Dakhil Allah (2020), and
Youssef Qatami and Majid Al-Assaf (2021), which indicate a deficiency
in the performance of teachers of children with disabilities in providing a
safe learning environment in light of the quality standards defined by the
philosophy of inclusion, and a shortfall in the skills necessary for creating
a safe learning environment among teachers of children with disabilities.
Therefore, the idea of the current research emerged to explore the
effectiveness of a training program aimed at developing skills for creating
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a safe learning environment among teachers of children with intellectual
disabilities.

The research problem can be delineated by addressing the following main
guestion:

« What is the effectiveness of a training program in developing skills
for creating a safe learning environment among teachers of
children with intellectual disabilities?

From this main question, several sub-questions arise:

« What are the specifications of a safe learning environment for
children with intellectual disabilities?

« What are the dimensions of the skills required to create a safe
learning environment for children with intellectual disabilities?

« What are the components of the training program designed to
create a safe learning environment for children with intellectual
disabilities?

. To what extent does the training program sustain its effectiveness
in creating a safe learning environment for children with
intellectual disabilities.

Research Objectives:

« To identify the specifications of a safe learning environment for
children with intellectual disabilities.

. To determine the dimensions of the skills necessary to create a safe
learning environment for children with intellectual disabilities.

« To identify the components of the training program aimed at
creating a safe learning environment for children with intellectual
disabilities.

« To verify the sustainability of the training program's effectiveness
in creating a safe learning environment for children with
intellectual disabilities.

Research Importance:
1. Theoretical Importance:

« This research aims to contribute to the theoretical framework by
elucidating the concept of skills necessary for creating a safe
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learning environment and their role in enhancing the effectiveness
of the learning process for children with intellectual disabilities.

. It emphasizes the importance of providing and establishing a safe
learning environment as a fundamental aspect of the educational
setting for children with intellectual disabilities.

« The study highlights the pivotal role of teachers of children with
intellectual disabilities in fostering a safe learning environment,
positioning them as active participants in the educational process.

2. Applied Importance:

1. The findings of this research, upon validation of their effectiveness,
may aid in developing the skills of teachers of children with
intellectual disabilities in establishing a safe learning environment.

2. Designing a tool to measure the skills required for creating a safe
learning environment among teachers of children with intellectual
disabilities.

3. Raising awareness among those responsible for the preparation and
development of teachers about the necessity of continuous training
to establish a safe learning environment that aligns with the
developmental characteristics and abilities of children with
intellectual disabilities.

Research Hypotheses:

1. There are statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the experimental group in the pre-test and post-test on the
scale measuring skills for creating a safe learning environment, in
favor of the post-test after implementing the program.

2. There are no statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the experimental group in the post-test and follow-up test
on the scale measuring skills for creating a safe learning
environment.

Research Methodology:
The researchers employed a one-group experimental design in this study.
Research limitations:

o Spatial limitations: The program was implemented at the

Intellectual Education School in Helwan.
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. Temporal limitations: The research tools were applied during the
first semester of the 2023/2024 academic year.

« Human limitations: The final research sample consisted of 15
teachers of children with intellectual disabilities at the Intellectual
Education School in Helwan.

Research Tools:
The researchers utilized the following tools:

1. A survey form to identify the dimensions of skills necessary for
creating a safe learning environment for children with intellectual
disabilities (prepared by the researchers).

2. A scale measuring the skills of teachers in establishing a safe
learning environment for children with intellectual disabilities
(prepared by the researchers).

3. A training program aimed at developing skills for creating a safe
learning environment (prepared by the researchers).

Operational Terminology:

1. Skills for Creating a Safe Learning Environment:

Operationally defined by the researchers as the competencies that
teachers of children with intellectual disabilities should possess
during their educational practices within the learning environment.
These include preparing and managing the learning environment,
planning activities that consider the needs and individual
differences among children, providing opportunities for children to
express their opinions and ideas, and fostering a democratic
atmosphere within the learning environment. These skills are
measured by the teacher's score on the scale developed for this
purpose.

2. Teachers of Children with Intellectual Disabilities:
Operationally defined by the researchers as female teachers
holding a bachelor's degree in education, specializing in special
education or disability sciences and rehabilitation. They are
responsible for teaching curricula and adapting learning situations
for children with intellectual disabilities at the primary education
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level in intellectual education schools and have less than five years
of practical teaching experience with these children.
3. Training Program:
Operationally defined by the researchers as a systematically
planned program comprising a set of educational practices, steps,
and methodological procedures for specific educational tasks and
skills. It relies on training techniques and guidance performed by
teachers, aiming to develop skills for creating a safe learning
environment for children with intellectual disabilities.
Research Results:

1- There were statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of the experimental group in the pre-test and
post-test on the scale measuring skills for creating a safe
learning environment, in favor of the post-test after
implementing the program.

2- There were no statistically significant differences between
the mean scores of the experimental group in the post-test
and follow-up test on the scale measuring skills for creating
a safe learning environment.
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