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Research Summary:
Introduction:
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a complex neurodevelopmental disorder that
significantly affects how children perceive the world around them and interact with
others. ASD encompasses a range of conditions varying in severity, with affected
individuals experiencing difficulties in social communication, understanding social
cues, and exhibiting repetitive behaviors or restricted interests.
One of the most impacted aspects in children with ASD is the social use of
language, which refers to how language is utilized in daily interactions. This
includes:
« Understanding social contexts and responding appropriately in various
situations.
. Effectively using language in conversations and interpersonal
communication,
. Comprehending questions, jokes, and emotions conveyed through words and
facial expressions.
The Egyptian Program for Language and Speech is a pioneering therapeutic
program designed to enhance language and communication skills in children with
language and communication disorders, including those with ASD. This program
is particularly distinguished by its focus on developing the social use of language
and improving social interactions, which are primary challenges for many children
with ASD—especially in aspects related to non-verbal communication and
understanding social interactions.
The Egyptian Program for Language and Speech is an innovative therapeutic
approach that provides effective solutions for improving the social use of language
in children with ASD. By integrating specialized therapeutic techniques with
Interactive activities, the program aims to strengthen children’s ability to engage in
appropriate and effective social interactions. This, in turn, facilitates significant
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Improvements in their social and educational development. (Shehata Suleiman &
Ahmed Abdelghani, 2024: 3)

It is hypothesized that deficits in the social use of language can be addressed
through training children with ASD using the Egyptian Program for Language and
Speech, which focuses on teaching children how to use language appropriately in
various social contexts. This includes skills such as engaging in conversations,
requesting assistance, expressing emotions, and interpreting social cues.

Research Problem

The research problem emerged from the researcher’s direct observations and
interviews conducted during their work as a specialist with children diagnosed with
ASD. It was noted that high-functioning children with ASD experience significant
deficits in the social use of language, which is essential for effective interaction
with their surrounding environment. These challenges in communication and
language skills negatively impact their daily lives and social relationships.

Thus, the present study is a crucial step in addressing a research gap by alleviating
the difficulties faced by these children and improving their social language deficits.
The study aims to assess the extent to which the Egyptian Program for Language
and Speech contributes to enhancing the social use of language in children with
ASD.

Accordingly, the research problem is framed by the following primary research
question:

To what extent is the Egyptian Program for Language and Speech effective in
enhancing the social use of language in high-functioning children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD)?

Ato



Yaxe (YeYO i) sVl anldll aladl) 4 salal) Alas

Research Objectives and Significance

Research Objectives:

The present study aims to:

1. Examine the effectiveness of the Egyptian Program for Language and

Speech in enhancing the social use of language in high-functioning children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

2. Investigate the long-term effectiveness of the Egyptian Program for

Language and Speech in maintaining improvements in the social use of
language among high-functioning children with ASD.

Research Importance:

Theoretical Importance:

Contributing to the field of educational research in special education by
addressing an important topic in psychology and special education.
Highlighting the significance of modern therapeutic programs, particularly
the Egyptian Program for Language and Speech, in psychological studies
examining its impact on improving the social use of language.

Shedding light on the importance of social language use for individuals with
ASD and its role in their development.

Applied Importance:

Developing a training program (the Egyptian Program for Language and
Speech) aimed at enhancing the social use of language in high-functioning
children with ASD, which could serve as a valuable resource for future
studies.

Providing insights and recommendations for educators and specialists in
educational institutions and rehabilitation centers to address the challenges
faced by children with ASD.

Encouraging educators and specialists to utilize the program as a tool for
improving language and communication skills in children with ASD.
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« Offering researchers guidance on effective intervention programs designed

to enhance the social use of language in children with ASD.
Research Hypotheses:

1. There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
pre-test and post-test of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
the experimental group on the Social Use of Language Scale, in favor of the
post-test, following the application of the Egyptian Program for Language
and Speech.

2. There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the post-test and follow-up test of children with ASD in the experimental
group on the Social Use of Language Scale, one month after the post-test,
indicating the sustainability of the program’s effectiveness.

Research Methodology:

« The study employs a quasi-experimental design based on a one-group

pretest-posttest model to assess the effectiveness of the intervention.
Research Sample
The research sample consisted of 10 high-functioning children with ASD,
including 7 males and 3 females, aged between 5 and 7 years. The participants
were classified as having mild ASD according to the Gilliam Autism Rating Scale
(GARS-3) and exhibited deficits in the social use of language.
The study was conducted at Tawasul Center for Child Development, affiliated with
the Al-Salam Awal District.
Research Tools
The researcher utilized the following tools in the study:

. Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales — Fifth Edition (Standardized and adapted
by Mahmoud Abu EI-Nil, 2011).

« Gilliam Autism Rating Scale — Third Edition (GARS-3) (Standardized and
adapted by Adel Abdullah & Abeer Abu EI-Magd, 2020).
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Social Use of Language Scale (Developed by Adel Abdullah, 2021).
Egyptian Program for Language and Speech (Developed by Shehata
Suleiman Mohamed & Ahmed Abdelghani, 2024).

Statistical Methods Used
The researcher employed various statistical methods to standardize and validate the

research tools, as well as to test the research hypotheses and assess the reliability

and validity of the scales. The statistical analysis was conducted using SPSS

software, commonly utilized in social sciences. The key statistical methods used

include:

Means and Standard Deviations — To describe and analyze the data
distribution.

Wilcoxon Signed-Ranks Test — To determine differences between the mean
ranks of paired scores.

Chi-Square Test (3?) — To assess the homogeneity of the mean ranks within
the research sample.

Research Results:

The study findings revealed the following:

1. There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the

pre-test and post-test of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
the experimental group on the Social Use of Language Scale, in favor of the
post-test. This indicates the effectiveness of the Egyptian Program for
Language and Speech in enhancing the social use of language among high-
functioning children with ASD.

There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the post-test and follow-up test of children with ASD in the experimental
group on the Social Use of Language Scale, one month after the post-test.
This suggests that the improvements achieved through the Egyptian Program
for Language and Speech were sustained over time.
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