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Introduction
Childhood is the essence of life, infusing every corner with vitality and energy.
It symbolizes purity and transparency, as children are the continuity of life and a
valuable resource for the present and future of any society. The child of today is
the adult of tomorrow and the architect of the future. Early childhood is a phase
of discovery that encompasses all aspects of a child's development. Thus,
kindergarten teachers must focus on tools and strategies that address the child’s
needs and interests by designing diverse activities suitable for their
developmental stage.
Children’s theater is one such tool, aimed at fostering the holistic development
of a child’s personality. It helps instill self-confidence, teaches effective
communication skills, and empowers children to express their opinions and
ideas without fear. Among the essential skills for children to acquire, planning
skills stand out as a foundation for cognitive success and social growth. These
skills are among the defining characteristics of modern society, shaping an
individual’s identity and guiding their values and aspirations.
Research Problem
The researcher identified the research problem during her work in a
kindergarten, where she observed a lack of implementation and integration of
children’s theater within the curriculum. Furthermore, there was a noticeable
shortfall in the utilization of puppet theater as a tool to foster various skills
among children. Additionally, children exhibited a limited understanding of
planning skills and their dimensions.
Based on these observations, the research problem was defined through the
following questions:
1. What is the effectiveness of a theatrical program in developing planning
skills for kindergarten children aged 5-6 years?
2. What are the dimensions of planning?
3. How effective are the activities of the theatrical program in enhancing
planning skills for kindergarten children aged 56 years?
Research Objectives
The current study aims to:
1. Define the dimensions of planning skills suitable for kindergarten
children.
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2. Highlight the importance of planning skills for kindergarten children.

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of a theatrical program in enhancing planning
skills for kindergarten children.

Research Importance
The Importance of this research is categorized into the following:
Theoretical Importance

o The current research draws its importance from the nature of the topic
and the critical developmental stage it addresses. Focusing on
kindergarten children is one of the key indicators of societal progress and
development.

o The research seeks to employ and utilize puppet theater as a tool to
impart planning skills to kindergarten children. This benefits researchers
and practitioners in the field while also supporting kindergarten teachers
and those responsible for children's upbringing and education.

o The research introduces planning as a vital life skill and explores methods
to develop this skill in kindergarten children.

Applied Importance

o The research sheds light on the role of children’s theater, particularly
puppet theater, in fostering planning skills during the kindergarten stage
and helping children acquire planning skills early in life.

o Itaims to draw the attention of educators and stakeholders to the
importance of integrating puppet theater into children’s lives.

o The study emphasizes activating the use of puppet theater within
kindergartens and examines its impact on the overall developmental
aspects of children.

o The research seeks to develop planning skills as one of the essential life
skills for young children.

Research Tools

The researcher employed the following tools in the study:

Children's Intelligence Test: Developed by Iglal Mohamed Serri (1988).
Expert and Evaluator Feedback Form on Planning Skill Dimensions for
Kindergarten Children: prepared by the researcher.
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Expert and Evaluator Feedback Form on the Illustrated Planning Skill Scale:
prepared by the researcher.

Observation Checklist for Children's Behaviors on Planning Skill Dimensions:
prepared by the researcher.

Theatrical Program for Developing Planning Skills in Kindergarten Children:
prepared by the researcher.

Results

The researcher reached the following results:

1 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
children of the experimental group and the control group in the post-
measurement of applying a theatrical program on the illustrated planning skills
scale for kindergarten children in favor of the experimental group.

2 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental group children before and after the application of the theatrical
program on the kindergarten child's illustrated planning skills scale in favor of
the post-measurement.

3 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental and control group children in the post-measurement of the
application of a theatrical program on the observation card of planning skills for
kindergarten children in favor of the experimental group.

4 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental group children before and after the application of a theatrical
program on the planning skills of kindergarten children in favor of the post-
measurement.

5 -There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the children of the experimental group in the two measurements the post and the
follow-up of the application of a theatrical program on the illustrated planning
skills scale for kindergarten children.

6 -There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the children of the experimental group in the post- and follow-up measurement
of the application of a theatre program on the observation card of the illustrated
planning skills of kindergarten children.
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Statistical Methods Used
1. Lawshe's Formula: Used to assess content validity through expert
agreement.
2. Cronbach’'s Alpha and Split-Half Reliability: Applied to evaluate the
internal consistency and reliability of the measurement tools.
3. Factor Analysis with Varimax Rotation: Utilized to analyze the
dimensional structure of the planning skill scale.
4. T-Test: Employed to compare mean differences between groups.
5. Wilcoxon Test: Used for non-parametric comparison of ranked data.
Research results:
1-There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental group and the control group children in the post-measurement of
the application of a theatrical program on the scale of illustrated planning skills
for kindergarten children in favor of the experimental group.
2 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental group children pre- and post- the application of a theatrical
program on the scale of the illustrated planning skills of kindergarten children in
favor of the post-measurement.
3 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental and control group children in the post-measurement of the
application of a theatrical program on the observation card of planning skills for
kindergarten children in favor of the experimental group.
4 -There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the
experimental group children pre- and post-the application a theatrical program
on the Kindergarten Planning Skills Observation Card in favor of the
experimental group.
5 -There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the children of the experimental group in the post and follow-up measurements
of the application of a theatre program on the illustrated planning skills scale for
kindergarten children.
6 -There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
the children of the experimental group in the post and follow-up measurements
of the application of a theatre program on the observation card of kindergarten
children's illustrated planning skills.
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