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ABSTRACT:

Study the effectiveness of a program based on the Dramatic playin developing
social interaction in children with autism disorder .

The research aimed to investigate the effectiveness of a stamped- based program in
developing social interaction in children with autism disorder and to verify the
continuity of the program’s effectiveness.

And the study hypotheses, there are hypotheses with statistical significance
between the average ranks of the degrees of the autonomous children in the
experimental group in the pre and post measurement for the application of the
program on the scale of social interaction in the post measurement, their age ranges
between (5,5: 7)years Their 1Q ranges from (70: 80) degrees of intelligence, and
they suffer from autism spectrum disorder after applying the Gilliam scale to
measure self-esteem, Arabization and codification of Adel Abdullah 2006,

The social interaction scale prepared by Adel Abdullah in 2008 and program based
on the theoretical activities of social interaction for children with autism disorder
prepared by the researcher

The results of the research resulted in the validity of the research hypotheses.

Keywords:

Dramatic play- social interaction -Program- children with autism disorders
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Summary of the Research:

Introduction:

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is one of the most enigmatic developmental
disabilities, largely due to the uncertainty surrounding its exact causes and the
presence of atypical, non-adaptive behavioral patterns. ASD is characterized by a
range of symptoms, including the child's intense self-absorption and marked
withdrawal from social interactions, as well as significant deficits in social skills
and both verbal and non-verbal communication. These challenges severely impact
the child's ability to interact socially with others.

ASD is a developmental disorder that manifests as impaired social interactions,
communication difficulties, and challenges in imaginative play before the age of
three. Additionally, it is associated with stereotyped behaviors, restricted interests,
and limited activities.

Role-playing serves as an engaging and effective method for teaching children's
various concepts. When children assume roles such as a doctor or a police officer,
they not only learn through play but also develop higher levels of confidence and
social interaction skills.

Research Problem:

Dramatic play training encompasses a diverse array of strategies designed to
enhance social interaction in children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
Advocates of this approach argue that despite the challenges associated with
training in dramatic play, these difficulties do not diminish the significance or
necessity of such training. The current research aims to assess the effectiveness of a
dramatic play-based program in fostering social interaction among children with

ASD and to evaluate the program's long-term impact.
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Research Objectives:
1. To assess the effectiveness of a dramatic play-based program in enhancing
social interaction among children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
2. To evaluate the long-term sustainability of the program's effectiveness in
developing social interaction skills in children with ASD.
Research Importance:
1. Theoretical Importance:

o This research addresses the critical topic of using dramatic play to
mitigate social interaction deficits in children with ASD. It aims to
introduce essential social behaviors that facilitate interaction with
peers, family, and educators. The research is poised to offer a dramatic
play-based program that could serve as a valuable resource in
enhancing social interaction skills in children with ASD.

2. Applied Importance:

o The study focuses on an essential and often underrepresented group—
children with ASD, who typically struggle with social interaction. The
research seeks to overcome these challenges through a dramatic play-
based program designed to address and transform social interaction
deficiencies, thus providing a potentially transformative tool for
educators and caregivers.

Research Hypotheses:

[1 There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
children with autism spectrum disorder on the Functional Communication
Assessment Scale pre- and post-application of the dramatic play-based program, in

favor of the post-measurement.
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[1 There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
children with autism spectrum disorder on the Functional Communication
Assessment Scale between the post-application and the follow-up application.
Research Methodology:

The researcher employed a quasi-experimental approach, utilizing a single-group

design. Initially, a social interaction scale was administered as a pre-measurement.

Following this, the dramatic play-based program was implemented. Subsequently,

a post-measurement of the same scale was conducted, along with a follow-up

measurement to verify the sustained effectiveness of the program in enhancing

social interaction.

Research Sample:

The research sample consisted of 10 children, aged between 5.5 and 7 years,

selected from the Namaa Centre in Giza.

Research Tools:

The research utilized the following tools:

e Raven's Colored Progressive Matrices (Prepared and standardized by Emad
Ahmed Hassan, 2016).

e Self-Esteem Scale (Developed by Adel Abdullah and Abeer Abulmagd, 2020).

e Social Interaction Scale for Autistic Children (Prepared by Adel Abdullah,
2008).

e Dramatic Play-Based Program designed to develop social interaction in
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) (Developed by the researcher).
Statistical Methods:

The researcher employed various statistical methods to validate and prepare the
research tools, test the hypotheses, assess the stability and reliability of the

measures, and analyze the research findings:

AvQ
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Wilcoxon Test

Means and Standard Deviations

Correlation Coefficients

Cronbach's Alpha Reliability Coefficient

Chi-Square Test (¥?) Ka2 Test for assessing homogeneity between the mean

scores of the children in the sample.

Research Results:

The findings of the research revealed the following:

There are statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in the experimental group on
the social interaction scale pre- and post-application of the dramatic play-
based program, in favor of the post-measurement showing significant
improvement.

There are no statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
children with ASD in the experimental group on the social interaction scale
between the post-measurement and the follow-up measurement conducted

one month later.

AY .
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