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Mechanisms for developing community partnerships for civil society

organizations to support the rights of children with special needs: A field
study in Port Said Governorate

Abstract:
The current study aimed to reveal the reality of the community
partnership of civil society organizations in supporting the rights of
children with special needs in Port Said Governorate, and to identify the
obstacles that prevent this partnership from being achieved, To achieve
this, the researcher prepared a questionnaire consisting of two axes. The
first axis included items measuring the degree of partnerships of civil
society institutions in supporting the rights of children with disabilities,
and the second included obstacles to community partnership that prevent
civil society from carrying out its role in supporting the rights of children
with disabilities, It was applied to a sample of (80) principals and
specialists working in special education, and statistical analyzes were
conducted using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS
25), The results resulted in the sample members’ agreement on the low
reality of civil society community partnership in supporting the rights of
children with special needs, due to the presence of obstacles that prevent
society from supporting the rights approved by international
organizations and local legislation for people with disabilities, including:
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weak community awareness of the rights of people with disabilities and
lack of recognition that they have access to them. Their rights are a social
responsibility, The lack of approved plans within special education
institutions for partnership with civil society parties, the reliance of
building partnerships with community organizations on the individual
efforts of directors of special education institutions, the scarcity of the
institution’s cooperation with community partnership parties when
implementing programs and activities that support the rights of people
with disabilities, and the lack of partnership parties in civil society. To
understand the actual extent of disability problems in early childhood,
Therefore, the researcher presented a proposed vision for mechanisms for
developing the partnership, including: developing a strategy for
cooperation between civil society institutions and coordination among
them, each within its jurisdiction, to support the rights of people with
special needs, Reconsidering the laws and ministerial decisions that
hinder the activation of community partnership and amending them so
that they allow for giving opportunities to civil society to participate in
empowering people with disabilities in their rights. Spreading awareness
of the importance of partnership through meetings, seminars, guidebooks,
and various media, preparing an organizational guide that explains the
mechanisms that organizations must practice in supporting the rights of
special groups, their supervisory role, and working to follow up on the
implementation of the texts of agreements and laws related to the rights
of children with disabilities.

Keywords: community partnerships - civil society organizations - rights
of children with special needs
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